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A Billlon Bushels of Wheat.

The billlon bushels of wheat that
will be harvested in the United Stntes
this year, according to estimates based
on the Agricultural Department’s sur-
vey and forecast, do not mean that
there will be flour to waste. -

They do mean that we shall be able
to supply the needs of our army and
mavy, the necessities of the Allles and
have enough left to keep us In com-
fort. When the new crop comes into
the market the possibllity of extreme
want that has hung over us will be
removed, but we shall not be free to
return to the extravagant customs of
the past.

This implies no hardship. Nobody
has actually suffered becamse of lack
of white flour since conservation of
wheat was forced on us. The use of
substitutes has been a slight Incon-
venlence to some, but most of us have
become nccustomed to it and do not
notlce the difference.

The average normal consumption of
wheat In the United States Is 50D,
308,000 bushels. With everybody ex-
cept soldlers and sallora conserving
it we should be able to make a big
cut In this.

Not only shall we have a magnifi-
cent wheat crop, but oats and rye
show Indications of splendid harvests.
Potatoea may not turn out well; the
crop of 1017 was so grent that many
farmers reduced ncrenge thls year.
But we shall have enough to live on
and keep our friends golng: and Mr,
Hoover may he able to breathe easily
for a short time. :

Rintelen, london and the Threat of

Frightfulness Agalnst Americans.

Of the German citlzenship of Cap-
tain Lieutenant Fraxz IRINTELEN, a
convicred criminal under the laws of
the United Btates now dolng time
for his audacious offences agalost the
laws of this country, there s no
question. It Is acknowledged by the
Berlin Government, which demands
his exchange for one SizarriEd PavL
Loxpow, n nntive of Leipsic, who wns
naturalized here In 1887 and Is now
serving n sentence of ten years In
Germany, Imposed after conviction
by a eourt-martial as a spy. But the
United States does not acknowledge
that Loxpox Is one of {ts cltizens.
After admission to eltizenship In 1887
he went to FEurope, and since 1003
he has been a resident of Warsaw.

Under the act of March 2, 1007, n
naturalized citizen who shall have
reslded for two yenrs In the forelgn
State from which he canme, or for five
years In any other forelgn Stute, Iz
presumed to have lost Amerienn citi-
ganship, in the ahsence of the per-
formance of certain prescribed for-
malities to retain Ii. Loxpon neg-
lected to meet theee renuirements, and
the Btate Department consequently
does not recognize the rtatus he ap-
pears to clalm and the German Gov-
eroment assumes he possesses,

The reasons for such forfalture of
cltizenship as has occurred in Lox-
pon's case nre well known, For
many years citizenahip In the United
States was grosaly abused by persons
who acquired it with the definite In-
tention to dwell In other Innds and
to use it merely for the protection
and exemptions it afforded abroad.
To correct this abuse the law of 1007
was enacted, and It has relleved us
of many Ilegitimate citizens, for
which we are profoundly thankful.

From this it Is plain that the Im-
perial German Government has pro-
posed an exchange of prisoners in-
equitable and unjnst to this country,
nod this fact must have heen nppar-
ent to the Ministers of that Govern-
ment, for they coupled thelr proposal
with a threat, In these words:

“In order to lend greater emphaals to
the protests which have heen lodged with
the American Government, the (German
Gavernmant contemplates vormne appro-
priate measures of reprisal,

It would, however, prefer tn avold

the contingency that persons Lo taken |

and made to suffer becnuse the (Govern-
maent of the United Statew was nppar-

ently not suMclently coenlzant of its !

international obligations tawurd o (ier-
man subject.”

To this threat Secretury Tasaing
has replled In n spirlt and with o
yiromj tness that Wil win the luoge.

diate and mulllll mmnl of
every American citisen. He says:

‘“The threat of the Germam Goveran-
ment (o retaliate by making Americans
In Germany suffer clearly Implies that
the Governrment proposss to adopt the
principle that the reprisals coccasioning
physical suffering are logitimats and
necessary in order to enforoe demands
from one belligerent to another.

“The Novernmant of the United States
acknowiedges no such principle and
would suggest that it would be wise for
the German Government to oconalder
that if It acts upon that primeciple It
will inevitably be understood to Invite
similar reciprocal actien on the part of
the United Btates with respect te the
great number of CGerman subjesta In
this country.

“It 1o assumed that the German Gov-
ernment bafore acfing will give dus re-
fléction and dus welght to thls ocon-
sideration.”

Heretofore the Imperial German
Government has practised frightful-
ness without let or hindrance, but If
its Ministers belleved that its record
of brutality would intimidate the
United States they were led into er-
ror, from which Becretary Lamsiwa's
words should extrieate them.

Neo Froof That Methuselah Was a
Fresh Aflr Fleand.

The subjoined paragraph Is one
that might be classified as “interest-
Ing, If true":

“BosToN, June 1.—MITRUSFLAR lived
to become more than 00 years old be-
cause he was the first real fresh alr
crank and-llved out of doors day and
night, Dr, VincantT Y. Bowpitesm de-
clared to-day mt the smnual meeting of
the National Tuberculosis Association
In seasion hers.'

1f Dr. Boworrca has evidence that
MerHUusELAM was a’ fresh air crank
it shemld be added to the preclous
little that Is known about the patri-
arch. The Bible tells hardly any-
thing about Noan's grandfather ex-
cept that he was and that he lived
P90 years. If it had been the fortune
of Niumop or IsHMAEL to have lived
the longest of all men, then Dr. Bow-
pitce would have better ground to
stand on. Niumop's occapation took
him out Into the open alr and prob-
ably he alept where nightfall eaught
him when.he pursued game. IsAMARL,
being a wild man, may have bhad no
habitation; he very llkely went about
hatless, llke Hamsy Keume, and coat-
less, llke the Man In White.

The nearest In longevity to Mz-
THUSELAH were Jarep, 962 years, and
Noam, 060 years. Of Janrp's hygienle
bhabits we know nothing, but there is
proof that NoA® was not—or at least
not just after his 600th year—a fresh
nir flend. It was elght months and
twenty-three days after the beginning
of the Flood that Noam “opened the
winlow of the ark which be had
wade.” This stuffy experience may
have bad an effect upon SnEm, a
mere boy of 100 at the time, for we
know that Inter he wemt In for lent
life and that his brother JarmeTm
dwelt with him.

The early Fatbers did not attribute
the longevity of the antediluvians to
fresh alr. Joserhus belleved that
it came from thelr nearness to the
Creation, thelr better food and thelr
virtue. Many Bible students hold
that the descendants of Apax lived
I houses from the first. Caix “bhullded
n city," which presupposes dwell-
Ings, taken In connectlon with the
declaration In Genesls Iv,, 20, that
Carx's grent-great-great-grandeon, Ja-
NAL, “was the father of such as dwell
in tents.” But MreTHUSrTAR was not
of this pastoral etrain, belng a de-
scendant of Sern. The oldest of all
men must have known houses, for he
Hvesl untll about the year of the
Deluge and it Is Illogical to think that
the complicated ark bullt by bis
grandson, with ite three stories, Its
rooms, windows nand doors, was
Noan's first attempt In architecture.

It was unnecessury for Dr. Bow.
DITCH to go back s0 far and so un-
certninly. He might with less fear of
contradiction have insisted that If
Old Parr had not been dragged from
his fresh alr to the close rooms of
London he would be living yet, per-
hape In a sleeping parch.

The Meaning of a German Mon-
archy in Finland.

A despatch to THe Sun from Btock-
holm, quoting the Politiken, which has
shown in the past to have bad rellable
sources of Informatlon among the In-
dependént Socialists of Germany, says
that a secret mgreement has been en-
tered Into between the Finnish Govy-
ernment and Germany by which the
(Jovernment is to force through the
Diet a measure establishing a mon-
archy under a German dypasty. It
also consents to hand over the islands
of Aland or . part of the opposite
coast for a German naval base and
to permit the vee of Finland as a
passageway to the Arctie Ocean.

The Importance f this intelligence
lles In the fact that what Finland In-
tenids to do now that she has secured
freedom from Russla does not concern
the Finns alone. The world would
nnquestionably approve of the realiza-
tion of thelr long expressed ambition
to establish a separate Independent
ftate, DBut the plan outlined In the
despatch implles merely the bullding
of n northern outpost of German im-
perialimn, It means the conquest of
anotber small nation by militarism to
complete the German mastery from
the Aretle Ocean to the Mediterra-
nean Sea, a German dominance of
{the Reandinavian countries whieh
waould control the shipping of north-
{ern Europe nnd the fishing of Norway

fnd wonld eompletely ent off Russin
from direct ecommunientlon with
Amerion nind western Europe,

The eonditions that give an nalr of
probalility to this report of an effort
fur the ¥inus ot present in control of
.lrhu Guovernment to sl oul thelr cony-

.weather.

try are much the same as bave exist-
ed In other parts of Hussia which
Germany has taken over. There Is to-
@day as there has always been a stroug
pro-German party In Finland, It buu
been made up largely of a wealthy
landowning clagps that has enjoyed
certaln feudal pights and that lLas
considered Itself vested with a meas
ure of autocratie soclal power. In the
past this class was veuslly the sup-
porter 6f Csarism ns against the spirit
of dermocracy because it belleved that
Russian autocracy would support It In
its specinl privileges,

At the time of the revolution this
class was the first to eall In German
ald, It ecarried on In Finland the
propaganda launched ut Berlin, and
it established newspapers which
pralsed the ruccesscn of Germany and
lauded the Kalser as “the exponent
of German Kultur sand the great pro-
tector of the Lutheran falth” It
sent young Finns to eerve In the Ger-
man army and then later to return ns
officers and lenders of the so-called
“White Guard" 1Tt has been espe-
clally active In denouncing all oppo-
nents of its scheme of Prusslanization
an “the scum of the country, out-
laws and felons.”

There are undoubtedly two very
active parties In Finl*nd. There s
no more reason to helleve that all of
the supporters of the Finnish Gov-
ernment or of the “White Gunrd"
are in favor of banding Finlnond over
to Germany than there Is to belleve
that all of the opponenta of the Gov.
ernment or defenders of the “Red
Gunrd” nre felons and anarchtsts.
The Finnish people hnve too long been
sirugghing for their freedom to Imng-
Ine that they wonld wiillngly ex-
change Russian autocracy for the still
greater oppression of German militar-
Ism. The hope Is that the hest ole-
ments In the two conflicting parties
may combine. In that ease the moen-
ace of Germrnlmn would he Asfonte))
and a free and Independent Finn
State established.

Unmeeessary Wer-ing to Coal Uners.

Under the hendline “Conl users nre
agaln warned by the Fuel Adminis-
tration to place orders for winier,"
the OMicdal Bulletin prints this as
part of the Administrator's ofMelal
urglng:

*The country must give its mttentlon
to the coal problem during the warm
The natural tendency to for-
get about coml when heat ls not !mme-
diately needed must be overcome.”

Tempers, manners are overcome:
morals are in danger!

Does not Dr. Garrizzo know that
the present warmth of the wenther is
caused by heat radiating from fran-

tle citizens who long ago placed thelr |

grders for next winter's coal and who
are told In response to thelr dally
telephonings, letters, telegrams and
personal encounters that there Is no
nvallable coal?

It the country should suddenly
cease being hot about the present coal
<hortage. the cessation of heat waves
would freeze the Atlantic.

The Returned Soldier.

What Is the effect of war service
upon a man's spirituality? We have
heard from some that It Is dead-
ing, from more that It awakens and
uplifts, It evidently has made beasts
of a great number of German sol-
dlers; no one can read the Bryce re-
port on the atrocities in Belgium
without feellng that undreamed of
mental and physical monsters were
aroused among the Invaders. The
French have shown the world a fine
spiritual side of their nature that
many had belleved to he non-existent.
The likellhood Is that It was always
present; such a fame could not
spring from dead coals. Amerlea, In
the war only a little while, gives sat-
Isfring sigus of spiritual and mental
elevation.

A man who has been studying the
effect of war on the mentality and
temperament of wounded British sol-
dlers make a curious report In the
NinetoentA COentury and After. He
is Corporal Wann Mo, who has been
attached for a long time to a Lon-
don war hospltal as an orderly. He
hns not viewed the Immedinte men-
tal effect of battle or golng Into bat-
tle, but the resuits of pain, of blind-
ness, of impending death. He had
heard a good deal of talk about “our
mentality being ominously modified
by the war" and about the returned
soldler never being the same agaln.
Mr. Mumm hopes that there will he
changes, but doss the man who has
faced danger, mud, filth, who has
killed and in turn has been wounded
—loes he come back with an altered
outlook upon life? Temperament,
saya the orderly, Is not easily trans-
formed :

“Hate and jealousy may alter a man,
but physical suffering, unless continu-
ally sustained, leaves him in the long
run tmach am it I'ouml him. His body
forge

There are two exceptions. The ob-
vious one is In the case of a wound
In the hend which affects the brain;
the result of this Is likely to be any-
thing. The only other wound which
Is likely to modify a man's after en-
reer and his character Is blindness.
The soldlers who lose their aight of
course never forget the loss, yet It Is
often, in other respects, & galn:

“Thess men furnish forth the only
sxamples I have met of & phenomenon
which preachers always trritate me by
dwelling on: the spiritus dlscipline in
suffering. BSome of them sesm genu-
Inely to have profited by thelr aMiction,
Personally, I would rather have my eye-
sight than an ocean of spiritual refine-
ment, but perhaps, as no one has ever
been In a position to make a cholce be-
tween the two alternatives, this pro-
nouncement I8 ax rash as It s ribald,
Buffice It to say that of the wmany
Llinded soldlers whom I have encouns

.

ene of whom 1
should not surmise that he is, broadly,
& ‘better' man than he was before
Even materially this has sometimes
been, to one's astonishment, obvious. I
know of one man who before ths war
held & certain small position In & Gual-
nets Hoe lost his eyesight, and for a
whille despalred. Attempts were made
to teach him the wsual biind men's hand-
lerafts, but he moped and falled to learn,
Then the commanding officer of the In-
atitution In which this patient was har-
bored was selsed with & bright Idea.
He got the blind man back Into his
former business: the employer was per-
suaded to give him a trial and place a
socretary at his dlaposal: The blind
man, who had previously been a mere
hack at low grade pay, threw himsaif
thto the business with such mest, with
such aharpensd Intslligence, that he has
risen to & far more important position
in the firm and s drawing—and Is.
worth—a salary which In former days
he would not have dreamt of aspir-
Ing to."

Mr. Mvis tells another story of a
man who was a laborer, generally
unhappy, before he lost his sight.
Since Nils blindness he has found a
pew and better paying business and
a wife who would not have married
him In his former crude condition.
These nre one man's observations,
and, as he says, he finds war a tangl
of parndoxes and Incongrulties,

Is discovered where It Is least ex-
pected : bad Is found where the noble
1= looked for.

The Greatest Brook Trout In the
World.

The reported capture of a brook
trout welghing fifteen pounds in the
State that exports tall fish storles
will set tongues wagging as to how
Inrge a brook trout can grow. Maine

the language adopted by a certaln
lwlt; us 0 slogan, It has the goods.
| Untll the Huugeley Loke reglon be-
| gnn to tell about its blg trout, even
selentists doubted, It Is sald that
when one of these Inrge brook trout
was sent to the lute Professor Acas-
k12 he remurked that the sclence of a
lferime was kicked into smithereens
by a fuct.

Strange ns It mny seem, n brook
Ptrout taken on the rod In 1867 by
| GrorGe SHEPPARD Pace of New York
wix the world's record for almost
half n century. It wns brought
Inlive by express wagon and rallroad

to Mr. Pace’s home In New Jersey
and at its death welgbed 10 pounds
and 1 ounce, although the fish had
not eaten during its three weeks of |
captivity, The trout was 30 Inches
{ lomy, 18 Inches In elreumference and
{7 Inches In dinmeter, and experts
belleved that In Its lifetime It must
have welghed 124 pounds.

That was the ‘generally nccepted
welght, and while the Pine Tree State
Is proud of the man crop which dis-
tinguishes itaelf when opportunity of-

delights In these storles because, in|’

| From
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of whem 1| THE BAY OF THE POLICEMAN
AND THE FIREMAN.

The Generous and Just Attitade of
Taxpaying Interests Illustrated.
To ™ap Eotror or Tus Bun—8ir; Per-
mit me to congratulate Mr. Munssy on
the courageous position he has taken
with respect to the salaries of the mem-

. bars of our police force.

As representing some of ths largest
tax paying corporations In the city, I
am keenly alive to the necessity of soon-
omy In city administration, but that
economy should not be exacted from the
splendid men who are consecrating them-
selVes to the protection of lifa and prop-
erty in this great metropoils,

The wagen recelved by the average pa-
trolman In New York are no more than
Is earned by an Industrious hodearrier,
yet the demands of a patrolman's work
call for an unusual Lype of man

A few days ago I happensd to go Into

| & little cottage in the suburbs of Brook-
| lyn and found there a patrolman whose

splendid figure and fine pressnce had
commanded respect for years on one of
the busiest thoroughfares in New York
1 learned something of the rigld econ-
omiea (hat he was subjected to In his
efforts to respectably ralse a family of
five amall chiliren, and my heart was
touched at the thought of the difference
botween this figure In old clothes work-
ing In the garden and the man who con-
trolled the movement of trafMc where
a milllon dollars in automoblles passed
in an hour,

The Immediate respect that the police
force of New York commands through
its dignity and courtesy is especially
emphasised by those from other clties
who are vislting New TYork

We should give decent wages to our
police to preserve our own self-respect,
but our obllgation |s far deeper when
wa conalder the character of man we
expect to seek the positlon and the
standard of living he ls presumed to
maintain. WiLttam E. HArMmoN,

New Yomx, June 8.

Cooperation of Citlseny

Suggpested.

To Tur Eprron or Tue BuN—8ir; As
n reader of both Tue Sux and Tre Bve-
Ning 8vN I wish to congratulate Mr,
Munsc¢y upon his excellent article on the
"olice Department, and hopa he will
continue his arguments until something
fa done for New York's finest and great-
est departments, especially In such times
in the present.

1 had the pleasurs of meeting person-
ally on Wednesday night Police Com-
missioner Enright, and in his apeech he
expressed the same sentiments that you
published this morning.

1sn’t there some way wa citizens could
get together and bring to the notice of
the proper city authorities the mutter
of ralsing pollcemen's wagesa?

Lawrance 8. HenpLen.

, June 7.

Orzanised

New Y

the Branswick-Balke-Collender
Company.

To Tne Eoimor or The Bux—§ir: Mr.
Munsey's appeal this morning to the eit-
igens of New York In behalf of the po-
llecemen and firemen of this city ia the
launching of one of the most laudable
civic projects that has been placed be-
fore the residents and visitors to &he
greuater city aince the war broke out
four years ago. ‘The cause s m most
worthy one. He has placed the case
squarely before thousands of our best

fers It has the highest regard for its
angling statistica. It has never low-
ered Ita colors to any other State, and |
only once to Cannda, and that three!
years ago, when Dr. J. W. Coox of
¥ort Willlam, Ontarlo, eaptured nat
the foot of the McDonald raplds o
hrook trout of 1414 pounds that the
25,000 people of that town eagerly
turned out to see. 1

If the fifteen pound fish of Maine |
{s authentlcated the increasing of rall-
rond fares to Maine will not dimin-
{sh the numher of anglers who will
want to go there and try their Inck.
Eowix W. Saxnory of this city, who
announced through ThRE SUN some
years ngo the capture of the world's
record brook trout, hellevea that the
trout country of the future lles in
the northern wilderness of the prov-
inces of Quebec and Ontarlo, up in
the latitude of James's Bay.

Up in that reglon four years ago
he took on & aingle Parmacheene
Belle iy on a five and a half ounce
rod ten brook trout that welghed 75
pounds. In Lake Ambelllsh, In the
deep woods of Chambord, Quebec,
Kir Craxxe of Brooklyn n quarter
of a century ago, one of n party of
three, within two hours angling
caught twelve hrook trout welghing
5814 pounds and wrote a story for
Tre 8Bvx about It,

Thus the horizon of trout seekers
has widened. The new record fish
lles just heyond where the sky and
the stream meet.

The next eclipse of the sun visihle
hereabouts s acheduled for August,
2017, and judging from yesterday's
performance In this latitude it will not
be worth waiting for.

Not starting New York sireet car
lines until & o'clock In the morning
would trouble & numerous company of
people, but to stop them at 10 o'clock
in the evening would excite wonder
why anybody bothered to start them
at all

Pamrick Huston, who waa at the
helm when the Texel was shelled, is
going to war. Par was wounded, but
that is not what will send him over
there; his new serge suit was slashed
most Insultingly by shrapnel. The
surgeon has no such terror for some
men as has the tallor.

I understand that more than 1,000,
000 coples of one political speech hawve
been printed and sent out from the
Clovernment Printing OfMce.—Represen-
tative DYsn.

Owing to that and other similar
abuses the Government Printing
OfMce s unable to print important
papera for which there s a proper
demand. Pity there cannot be found
& superman to stop this scandalous
waste and extravagance, Print paper
comea high, and must be purchased
in competition with the Govermment
purchases to issue millions of coples
of political spesches which nobody
psks for, which nobody reads,

T

fuekiay.
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Bilek to my vard,

thinking citisens and haa fallen short
only In the number of reasons advanoed
for the appeal.

There Is nu need of recounting here
all the charitable, meritorious and brave
deeds of the finest force of Its kind In
the world, from the finding of lost tols
and pronptly restoring them to thelr
parents, 1o the willing sacrifioe of their
livea In the protection of life and prop-
erty,  All this is well known to the
people of New York,

We as n corporation and many of our
stockholders as Individuals are the own-
ern of renl estate within the city Him-
i1, Wo were hardly overcome with joy
when confronted with a substantial in-
creaso In the tax rate this year, but we
wish to go on record here and say that
we would gladly mccede to u further
Incrense provided there 48 a substantinl
increase also in the salaries paid to the
two uniformed departments, namely the
pollice and fire, that every boy born In
New York clty has ever been proud of.

As an evidence of our desire to help
bring about this good result we shall
respectfully submit to the Billliard Room
und Bowling Alley Proprietors’ Associa-
tlon of thia city the suggestion that they
and their vnst number of patrons, prac-
tically all of whom are American citl-
genn, get behind the movement and co-
operate with other civie organizations
a0 &8 top bring about with as Httle delay
as posrible this consummation that Ia
devoutly to be wished,

THs BaoNswioxk-Bavxs-Corrzwpam Co.
of New York
By T. A. Dwyer, Secretary-Treasurer.
New Yomk, June 7.

From Former Commissioner R. A. C.
Bmith.

To THE Enitor or THe Bon—S8ir: 1
have read with great Interest Mr. Mun-
sey’'s vigorous and admirable argument
in Tue SuN of Juns T concerning the
Inadequate compensation of New York
pollcemen. As a member of the Police
Promotion Board in 19058 I advanced
slmilar argument and have always ad-
vocated i, and if good reasons have
been existing for such an argument dur-
Ing these years, they are more than
doubled in the present state of things,

With your powasrful argument and a
forum like THE 8un you will surely
make headway in this worthy causs, and
you can count on me for any help 1
might ba able to give,

R. A. C. BurTH.

Naw Yomrx, June B.

i

HUNT THE HUN: A GAME.

Roam the Atlantie Highlands and
Look for Periscopes.

To THE Emton or Tus Sun—8ir: If
1 am in order I should like to suggest
to ull our sportive Americans thut a
new game may be started which will
ba highly amusing and useful, likewise
patriotic. 1 call it "Hunting the Hun."
It Ia played this way: & powerful spy~
glama I8 procured, and the hunter hies
himself and herself Into the highlands of
the Atlantie coast, where he and she
may contest as to which shall discover
the most perincopes. When you dis-
cover A Hun outlook glasa, you telagraph
or telephone to the nearest naval station
and the boys in blue will do the rest
You will ind this pastime very Inter-
esting, It need not [nterfers at all with
your duties ma society folk.

Now that the hungry Hun haa got to
our shores, llke the ravenous shark that
he Is, give him a® warm an American
recertion na he deserves. T W. W,

New Youx, June 8,

4|

TRE VETERAN OF 1864

1 scarce oan tend the little jobs
That's left for ma to do.

I stop and wonder fn the strest

1 start and stumble on my feet,

And dasedlike, half out loud repéat:
“Are the Oermars breakin' through?*

My mind geta over thers In Franes
Along the fightin' lines.

1 read the papers morn and night
dnterpretin’ the aigns:

The British massed up, and the French

Btampin' and rearin’ Im the trench,

Burstin' shalls, the deadl man's stench
And General Foch's deaigma

1 fire up ferce, by all the paw'rs,
Like battle bugles blown.

One agquad, by gum, they ean't get past:

One corps or two will hold them fast
While one good flag Is Bown—

The half & million boys of ours,
And two of them my own!

Dragein’ a market baakat:
I ought to be totin' & gun.

A man ain't condemned to the casket
When his crime’s dbut seventy-one.
Troublin® ‘bout scraps of pork and

cheese,
And the world with war in flames,
Like hell was looss, and we'd lost the
keya,
As It used to be down on the James.

How can I recollect the thinge
That I'm sent out to buy:

Half pound of this, an ounce of that,

Some of |t lean, soms of It fat,
When gunfire’s roarin’ nigh?

I'm out again In the Wilderness.
I'm fightin' under Grant—

The day the Johnnles gave us Jess

Untll we gave it them, I guess—

And I made pris‘ner of a reb,
Who ran and stopped to pant
Him under Lee and me under Grant.

Well, we two orn'ry oattlin' bumas
After the war was the greatest chuma.
My, I could sprint them days!
Now I can't scarcely get around,
Shaky knee jJoints, feet like logs,
A wee might deaf, too.,
(iee, what's that?
Eay, tell me, tell me stralght and true
What is It the shoutin® extry cries?
‘They're stopped: they can't break
through !
They're plugged and dound!"

I knew it—the German sons of dogs,
Made in the hellhound's imnge.
Two milllons of such warn't near enough.
Cionh, that's the stuff!
I knew that the lads on watch and ward
Would hold God's allled Tine
As the plllars of fire before Isr'el stood,
And right In the serimmage
Two boys of mine,
Ona at Cantigny and one at Veullly

No, 1 can't bother 'bout chores to-day,
Feelin' once more like a fightin' man,
I don't glve & whoop for thelr subma-

rines,
They don't amount here to a hill of
beans:
It's over In France that the hits are
scored

I'm too worked up to stop and pray,
But when such mercles He does ac-
cord,
1 stand as near straight as I can,
And take my hat off to the Lord.
He'll understan’,
Joszrm 1. C, CLARKE

IN PRAISE OF LOUIS.

The Greatest Corrective Influence of
the Age In Appreciated.

To rrx Ebrror or THe SUx—8ir: Your
correepondent “L. C." on the subject of
supreme intellect undoubtedly refers to
Louls,

“The world Is full of excellent max-
Ims; what we miss ls thelr application,”
he quotes from Pascal. Do we not find
both the maxims and thelr appllcation
In Louls? As a caricature of the con-
celt thiut dwells to A greater or lesmer
oxtent in each of us, if not in our coin-
munity as a whole, Louls has drawn a
plcture which s the veritable mirror
of nature In which we can “see ourselvos
a8 ithers see us” For dood not concelt
become & caricature in the observed In
the eyes of the obmerver?

By studying this analysis of self as
expounded by our friend "The Bupreme
Bpirit of the Spheres™ may we not guin
therefrom certaln ldeas of personal cor-
rection, which, when carried Into effect
automatienlly, Increass our practica!
value? Let us not stand with one ear
cocked up and the other kinked and
stopldly contemplate Louls out of asses'
eyes, Heo deserves our most earnest
Iindulgence.

Lyrical poetry and hyperbollec rhetoric
have, for instance, been applied to ar-
mies In warfare through all the ages
to the negation of wisdom, and where
such application has been the most pro-
nounced thess armies, llke the ams, have
had to have a fire bullit under them to
increase their esfMclency.

In producing our Liberty motors, our
small arms, our equipment for the de-
struction of U-boats, &c., let us first con-
sult Louls before we proceed. He may
help ua to separate the chaff from the
buckwheat Long llve Louls, '"The Su-
preme Correctlve Spirit of the Spheres !™

E A K

FPuamvrmp, N, J, Juns 8,

The Bpirit of the Spheres .Nuln Nel-.

ther Telephone Nor Doorbell,

To THE EpiToR oF THER SuN—8ir: Who
Is this Louis M. Ellshemius? I have
searched tha New York telephone direc-
tory through to find his name, but it
Is not there, Buch a famous man, the
Peerless Poet, the Supreme Spirit of the
Spherea; the most |llustrious of paint.
ere and art critles, who to<day tells the
world that our art of modern times can-
not compare with ths famous palnters
who have gone before us; the accepted
authority on sculpture, a most renowned
philosophar. who at the age of 19 (or
was It 177), by his own admisaion, wrote
& Lreatise on the “Theory of Light and
Why the Bky Is Blue,” refuting the the-
ory and statementd of a famous college
professor on the same subject. Can It
be possible that such a genlus seeka to
hide his light under a bushsl by keep-
ing his name out of the telephone book?
I axpected to Aind it emblazoned at ‘he
top I:nt each column devolted to the let-
ter

Has he enlisted or been drafud! at
seams to me If he has not Uncle Sam
has missed one good bet. Put him into
the army at once and make him gen-
erallssimo at once, putting him In place
of Foch, &et him to wark writing Peer-
laas Poetry and Pusillanimous Prose, nnd
when the Germans ses him advancing
with hin thousands of books on his right
hand and hig tens of thousands of poema
on his left they would know that kul-
tur was beaten once and for all and
would thereupon turn around and flee
to Berlin as fast as their lags could
carry them, In this way the war could
quickly and humansly be brought to an
end with Louls dictating peace terms
for the whole world,

HanoLy McCrzmmy.,
Pasasic, N. J., June 8.
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IS THE FINE OLD ART OF FICTSON ONE

OF THE LOST ARTS?

The Troubles and Reflections of an Okl Fashioned Reader of Novels,

To an oM fashioned reader the pri-
mary duty of a novelist is to have a
story to tell, and to tell it with nlﬂt.
To-day this duty ls often neglected, or
else a different idea of fiction is sub-
stituted. The novel reader, therefore,
who likes a story, has a grievance
whigh s all the better for ventilation.
If a novel Is bound to be Interesting
and to make & man read on until, as
Bydney Bmith said, he forgets to dress
for dinner, either many modern works
of fletlon are not novels or they are
fallures. They are not In the least
interesting, and they might easily in-
spire a sense of pleasure when the
dinner hour came and It was time to
leave off reading them, There seem
to be several psychological reasons—
to borrow a fashionable word—for this
state of things.

'One reason is that the fashion of
the day is to put all thought into the
shape of fiction, and to devote a large
portion of thought to the analysis of
contemporary soclety, and of the In-
dividuals who fall under its leading
types. Therefore when & thoughtful
man has a special point in this anal-
yais to take he writes a tale to illus-
trate it. The novel with a motive Is
evolved. The queation Is: Bhall it be
principally analysis or principally
adventures and love making? The
true fictionist will say the jatter, but
the market seemn to say the former.
It is disconcerting for the reader
looking for fiction to find himsell sud-
denly plunged into current politics,
peychology or soclology. “The anal-
yzers," says Bir Walter Besant, “start
with a view of art which I8 not mine.
I admit, however, that in the hards of
one or two writers the results have
been very fine. But It Is not the art
of Fielding, Bmollett, Bcott, Thack-
erny, Dickens, Reade.”

Bome analytical novels should per-
haps be regarded In the lignt of & reat
cure, for they Induce nelther Interest
nor any kind of amusement The
method of the great story tellers s
different. In the opening chapters of
Don Quixote, with the few strokes of
A master, Cervantes sets before the
reader the Knight of La Mancha
There I8 not a word of psvchology,
yet few bdoks show such a profound
knowledge of the mechan!sm of the
human mind. Cervantes never at-
tempted what s called analyals of
character. Most so-called nmnlyses
of character are mere laborious lec-
tures—attempts to do on many pages
what should be done In aingle strokes
and In easy dialogue. Shakespeare's
characters all reveal themselves by
the nets and words. With all masters
of narration the analysis of character
takes the form of preseniation of an
indlvidual by act and word., At the
outset, all*that s known of & person |
In the tale ia that he has done certain
things. Then, by degrees, the charac
ter talks and acts In such R Way, un-
der the influence of conditions of birth,
education and esurroundings as to!
make the reader understand how com.
ilex is his charncer, how strangely
mixed are good and evil In human
nature, Thix I3 the art of the great
musters, and seema to most people far
higher and truer, and to glve better
resulta than the analytical novels
without narration. The abaence of
the power of telllng a story explains
the curlons gense of mental flabbiness
which they difuse,

If a writer haa this gift the mate-
rials for a atory are everywhere
Tverybody has himaelf gone through
or seen among his acqualntances, or
nt,any rate read of in the newspapers,
adventures quite as wonderful as any
to be found in the pages of novellsts
In private life everyvnody can supply
these cases. If a man's life were falr-
v written down, If all that he sald

— e —
—_

, felt the charm

amd thought and did were honestly
recorded, It would be almost certwn
to contaln some strange adventurus;
it would be quite certain to presint
some curjous studies in moral philoss.
phy. If we turn from the ordinary
life of respectable people to the reconds
of ths criminal courts, wo at once
come across tales quite as strange,
and, before sxperience, quite as im;.
probable, as any that romance can
invent. The saying that "truth s
stranger than fiction” I8 Almost tno
stale to be quoted. But the records
of real life tell us how much of
strangenesa. goodness and evil lurks
under the surface of every day life
No one can know wnat may have hup-
pened or what may be golng to hap.
pen to anybody. In real life the crim-
inal and his victim are much like
other people. But it Is In telling thelr
stories that art comeas in. Without
this art the records of real life be.
come unreadable, .

In contemporary fcMon there are
several attempts at psychologleal
analysis and the spiritual reconstruc-
tion of character. These books are
not novels; they are perhaps better—
they are tracts. In the bost of them
the author's gifts for characterization
color the puppets who carry out their
purpose to some semblance of life,
and although the story lacks plot,
movement, narrative flow, the gener-
ality of readers are satisfied with the
nuthor's |ntention gradually achieving
n definite shape. But these books are
heavily handicapped in another way;
they are written in the American lan.
guage, and the vocabulary is boldly
bald. They are novels with & purpose
—a plea which covers a multitude of
sins, For as Bir Walter Besant asks:
What novel has not a purpose?

In such novels the art of telling a
story Is In abeyance, but the moral
may take its place., Nothing, however,
can take Ita’ place In novels of ad-
venture. Of all forms of sensation
novel -writing none is B0 common as
what may be called the romance of
the detective. All these astories are
open to the same criticlam.  The per-
son who invented the riddle and knows
the explanation Is able to discover It
by almost any steps. All this requires
great command over the resources of
the story teller's art—style, descrip-
tion, dinlogue and Incidents, both
natural and surprising. When thes
are wanting the effect Is bad or dull
however much the author may appeal
to sentiments of pity and horror. Bu:
of all forms of fiction there {8 none, b
most people at leas:, which s mon
recreative than that of a good detesti o
story. The reader never wearies f
the story; it fills the mind with griu;
of people, all curlous and all interest-
Ing, some most delightful and son.
most vilininous, Dickens must have
when he wtote |
“Mystery of Bdwin Drood,”

But nearly everybody, It may te
supposed, who reads at all llkes some
booka and (some authors better 'iun
other books and other authors. .t

‘all feel in the wame way, and all wio

like & story must be aware of the -
cline of the fine cid art of f.t
Eome authors belleve that they !
glven A good substitutes In anol, =
and characterization, They argue tl.t
An artist must keep himself erntir iy
out of his works, and this the ol -
novellsts never did. To the love;
fiction for fiction's make this rus
seems curiously wayne. The fier s
that no author keeps Limself en:iir!
out of his works; and his own oy
rlenice naturally colors and [u0
his characters.

It was 80 with Dickens and =n wi''
Thackerny, and the only safe
feemn 1o be to belong to the sof ]
these masters und to fallow the liros
lald down by them P,

Grins

NEW YORK'S SEWAGE.

A Deep Sea Disposal Plant Wonld
Clean Up the Rivers.

To THE Epitor or TR SBun—=8ir; 1
agres with you that the report, part of
which Is “New York lterally In sitting
down in & cesspool,” 18 untrue and the
languags |s Tnelegant.

However, there In too much sewage in
the neighboring wateras of New York,

It seems 10 me that the sewer pipea
rhould be run fAfteen or twenty milea
out to sea. This would of course
necessitate walves at the further ends
of the plpes lo prevent the sea water
from backing up, a problem for me-
chanlcal sngineers

WirLiaM 8 TWHITENRAD,

New Yonx, June 8§,

-

General Wood and the Internal Water-
way Project.

To THE EviTor or T Bun—=8ir: An
Atlantic coast internal waterway was
proposed by me long ago, but as it was
A war measurs I thought that the Ad-
ministration would prefer to deal with it
without publicity. 8o T addressed my
letter to Ganerdl Leonard Wood, who
was then at Governors Island, whom 1
regnrded as the proper channel of com-
munication. No doubt 1 was Influsnced
by my bellef that he wan the best in-
formed man upon such subjects in the
whole army—an opinlon that 1 wstill
hold, 1 recelved m reply that was more
than courteous, for it was friendly. He
quite agreed with me. Butl just at that
time there arose a clamor In the middle
West for utilizing the Misslmsippi River
as a grand highway of commerce. It is
a fascinating subject, but after all Is
sald there never can be more than alx
or seven feet of waler at Bt. Louls, Thin
is becauss the sun converis the sand-
stone ridges of our arid region into sand,
carried off by the rivers the upper Mis-
sourl, the Yellowstone, the Platte and
others. All this sand goes Into the Mis-
sourl River, which s really the main
Miasiseipl, The internal waterway was,
I belleve, mentioned at the convention,
but nothing eame of it.

Could not a commisnion be given to
General Wood to do thism work, which
under him would be done more thor-
oughly and more quickly than under an-
other? It seems ridiculous to send such
a man to California when he I8 o bndly
wanted here, E. R. QancarNaxl,

New Yomx, June 8.

Alaaka,

Alnska’s return from the fish :Mnﬂ- last
year groatly excended In valus the output of
gold and other metals eombined, —News fHem,
Alnn! Alaska,
Land of the midnight sun,
Foaming your rivers run
Banded with gold.

Alna!

Alan' Almaka,
Halnbow and angled apar,
What n poor fish you are!
Balmon hne won
Mavueg Monnis

.PZ'RSHING STARTED 1IT.

And !unewu Others Helped  He
striet the Soldlers’ Mall,

‘To THE EDITOR oF THE Sin— <. |
an edliorlal paragraph in T Sus
June € you comment on the recont oo
rélating to the reatriction of parcal
to the soldders in France,

+Just to keep the record siralght plensa
be advised that every order (asucd ©y
the Poat OMce Department on this su
Ject was Issued at the EXDrias rowucst
of the War Department.

The movement to restrict parcels ‘o
the soldlers was (nittated by General
Pershing In the Interest nf econmervi: ¥
tonnage on transports and on the 1ot
ways In PFrancs for the movement ¢
men, munitdons and supplies.

The detalls wers worked out by i
board comprired of representatives ¢
the Red Cross, Y. M. C A, Knights of
Columbus, War Departmem wnd Fost
OfMce Department, gnd wern modifed
by the War Department ans fnaily
mulgated by the Post OMce Dejnrine
&L the request of the Becretary of W i

Kindly publish this statement for /¢
Intormation of those who mas Infer f:
your editorial paragraph that (he -
strictlon of parcel post to tha tr yw
originated with the postal fnstead f
the military authorities

Orro Pragcen
Second Ansistant Postmaster- it
WasHiNaTON, June &

A Question of Rank,

To TiE EUITOR OF THE Sun—FSir
you kindly tell me what rank In
Army corresponds with the riunk of
#ign In the navy? What Is the [
ench? £ Joi |

BrookLYN, June B,

"

The United States Navy K
Inspector says that a second 1
uncy In the army corvvspon. o °
rauk of ensign in the nav:
his first five years In the arm.
ond leutenant recelves £1 7
An enslgn in his Arst nte years |
navy Is paid $1.200 while ot soy, $
on ahore duty und $800 while o1
or walting orderas,

The Kalser's Latest,

To the Eviton or Tis Buy—8ir W
what glee Beclzebub must have !
when ho read the Kalser's intest
tations regarding the suffering o !
ery France might have heen spire 1
the accepted the peace w!
delgned to offer her In Decembior, 1417

Wae can Imagine his Batanie (i
glving orders to the architest 1
another commemorating (ablet 1o "
palace of FPoisdam-am-Styx

The world ls Indebted 1o Horr !
for the utterances and dnings of =
Mujestat ! L

GLEN Ripam, N. J, June %
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